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Laws of Form 2022  
4-day Conference 

 
Dates:  03.08.2022 — 06.08.2022 
Times: 09:00 — 19.30 H.  
Location: The Old Library, Liverpool University, 19 Abercromby Square L69 7ZN, United Kingdom 
Entry free: Thank you for any donation you are able to make!  
Info: https://lof50.com 
 
‘Laws of Form’ is the title of the seminal work of George Spencer-Brown, first published in 1969. His book 
gave a new point of view on the role of distinction, markedness and the unmarked state in the creation of 
knowledge. This conference on ‘Laws of Form’ is the second conference of its kind. The first conference was 
held in 2019, commemorating 50 years since G. Spencer-Brown’s ‘Laws of Form’ was published in 1969.  

 
Speakers: Lyle Allen Anderson, William Bricken, Michael John Caola, Bruce Clarke, Lars Clausen, Arthur M. Collings, 
Leon Conrad, Andrew Crompton, Fred Cummins, Randolph Dible, Kate Doyle, Graham Ellsbury, Philip Franses, Till 
Gathmann, Kevin German, Florian Grote, Nathaniel Hellerstein, Akiem Helmling, Margaretha Hendrickx, Robin Holt, 
Francis Jeffrey, Mark Johnson, Louis H Kauffman, Jonathan J. Mize, Michael Mühlthaler, André Oksas, Claire Ortiz 
Hill, Diego Lucio Rappaport, Divyamaan Sahoo, Tom Short, Barry Smith, John Torday, Walter Tydecks, Alexander 
Tsigkas, Stephen Watsonx, Stephen Wolfram and Mike Zundel. 
 
Introductory speakers (August 3) 
Louis H. Kauffman: Laws of Form and Mathematics 
Graham Ellsbury: The Primary Algebra of Laws of Form 

 
Invited Keynotes:  
Day 1: Professor Barry Smith, director of the National Center for Ontological Research (NCOR), in the State University 
of New York at Buffalo, is one of the most widely cited contemporary philosophers. His applied ontology extends across 
many fields, including the biomedical sciences, geospatial informatics, military and intelligence analysis, and industrial 
engineering. His work draws on Edmund Husserl and his early realist followers, especially Adolf Reinach and Roman 
Ingarden. Professor Smith is Julian Park Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and Affiliate Professor of Biomedical 
Informatics, Computer Science, Engineering, and Neurology at the State University of New York at Buffalo, and Visiting 
Professor at the University of Italian Switzerland. 
 
Day 2: Dr. Stephen Wolfram founder and CEO of Wolfram Research since its founding in 1987, is the creator of 
Mathematica, Wolfram|Alpha, and the Wolfram Language. Wolfram is a pioneer in the development and application of 
computational thinking, and has been responsible for many discoveries, inventions, and innovations in science, 
technology, and business. His 2002 book A New Kind of Science presented an empirical and systematic study of 
computational systems such as elementary cellular automata. Currently he is working on the physicalization of meta-
mathematics, and the entanglement limit of all possible formal computational rules, called the 'Ruliad'—both of which 
find strong resonance with Laws of Form. 
 
Day 3: Neurophysiologist Dr Francis Jeffrey worked for the University of California, NASA, and DARPA, and created 
enterprises and laboratories, including the Phenomenology Experimental Research Center (PERC). In studies with 
John C. Lilly and George Spencer-Brown, he pioneered the application of Spencer-Brown's calculus to 
neuropsychology in the flotation tank, and to vast-scale systems for human and interspecies communication 
technology. 
 
LoF22 is being organised in cooperation with LoF22 Organising Committee and takes place at The Old Library, 
Liverpool University, UK.  
 
 
 
 
 
West is supported by: City of The Hague, het Mondriaan Fund and the Dutch Ministry of Education, Cultural Affairs and Science. 
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